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Tuesday 7 July 2026

Important Changes to Free School Meals: Action Required for
September 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,

We are writing to let you know about important changes being made by the government to Free School
Meals (FSM) eligibility, which will take effect from September 2026.

What is changing?

Since 2018, a government "Transitional Protection" scheme ensured that children didn't lose their free
school meals during benefit changes. This protection is ending at the end of this summer term.

Because of this change, all parents must re-apply for Free School Meals before the start of the new
school year in September to see if your child is still eligible.

What do | need to do?

To ensure your child's meals continue in September, please complete this google form

If you have children attending different schools, you will need to contact each individual school.
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfGphTJ31sVaNwyzbWqZUQbN4VA1fwR0UMLa_NnOM49mdu5NA/viewform?usp=publish-editor

How will eligibility work now?

The government is introducing two categories of eligibility based on your household income and benefits:
Targeted and Expanded.

Category

Targeted
(Previously

known as Free
School Meals)

Expanded

If you receive any of the
following:

* Universal Credit (household
income under £7,400/year)

* Income-Based ESA

» Guarantee Element of State
Pension Credit

» Support under the Immigration
& Asylum Act

* No Recourse To Public Funds
(NRPF)

* Universal Credit (household
income above £7,400/year)

What your child will receive:

* Free School Meals

* Financial Assistance from
school for educational trips,
uniform and resources.

* Holiday Activity Fund
vouchers

* Deprivation Pupil Premium
funding for the school

* Possible Free School
Transport

* Free School Meals only

» They are not automatically
eligible for financial assistance
with trips, etc, but parents can

apply to our hardship fund for
help with this.

Please Note: Under the new government rules, we are now required to re-check eligibility once
every school year. If your financial circumstances change at any point during the year, please let
us know so we can re-check your status.

If your child is moving to a new school in September or during the year, please inform the new school
that they were previously receiving Free School Meals so they can transfer the details.

If you have any questions or need help filling out the form, please do email me at yali@ahs.bucks.sch.uk

Yours sincerely

Mrs Yudy Ali Lucero

Pupil Premium Lead


https://www.nrpfnetwork.org.uk/information-and-resources/rights-and-entitlements/immigration-status-and-entitlements/who-has-no-recourse-to-public-funds
https://docs.google.com/a/ahs.bucks.sch.uk/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScEfy-qXL20FzkMrkuO3ixMwgu4VBhsXI0zzM7NBg9PnmURgQ/viewform?c=0&w=1
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